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ABSTRACT

With the advent of 21st century, the stress ovée-@ina bilateral relationship has increased draliyi. China
being one of the pioneers in world trade and oftarred to as the upcoming world economic leadsrhealthy bilateral
terms with Pakistan, progressing further day by dég inception of strong engagements between P@kathas its roots
back to the Sino-Pak Border Treaty of 1963. Sirmmn} the bilateral relationships between the camimproved and

China has been a strong supporter of Pakistandryewatter till date.

The concreteness of Sino-Pak bilateral terms igigdly attributed to the foreign policy measuresgtdd by Ayub Khan.
The Sino-Pak border treaty was signed during thktamyi regime of Field Marshal Ayub Khan that provas the
cornerstone of Sino-Pak long-term relationshipsc&ithen, China has been of great assistance ist&akn terms of
economic and military aids. This paper acutely gaap the historical foreign policy measures okiB@n during Ayub’s
era. The challenges that have been fronted by A§hdn to maintain healthy relationships with Chinliles maintaining
the terms with other world leaders simultaneouBhis paper concludes in the light of the colleciacts that it was not
Ayub Khan who overemphasized on Sino-Pak bilatemahs, but it was rather the need of time and lier grosperous

future of Pakistan.
KEYWORDS: Pak-China Bilateral Relationship, Sino-Pak Bilatefgub Khan to Maintain Healthy Relationships

INTRODUCTION

Emergence of Pakistan and China as Separate Coungs

During the twentieth century, the international dens were undergoing drastic changes as resultan$ of
invasion, wars of independence, economic dispaaity political unrest (Rosenau&Czempiel, 1992). Thdo-Pak
separation is not a major event in midst of sucdinges however, it is a unique event of its natwteere, homeland was
conceptualized based upon an ‘ideology’ (Hussa@96). While there were many factors to influencis ttause, the
ideology was the forerunner as it is most relatabléhe masses. Thus ideology was uniquely base@lgion and was
based on Two — Nation theory based on independsriwme for people belonging to differing religigies having not so
very distinct culture from each other (Alavi, 1988)

Emergence of Pakistan on the face of the map vidstaric event, as recorded by the historians wiseoved the
Pakistan movement. Individuals who sympathized wlith cause of distinct Muslim identity, the needntature and
protect it from being compromised in the Hindu niéyosub-continent, asserted that Pakistan wasigistantial product

and an instinctive response to the strong aspiratilisplayed by the Muslims (Verma, 2001).
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‘The Two Nation’ theory summarizes the plight of $fitns in the sub-continent exhaustively, that the t
religions may have been coexisting in the regiohthay do not necessarily are existing in harmadyt of religious
ground too, the theory applied where governmenicesf and political representation was concernec fights of

minorities were superseded by the influential anidlerant majority (Adeney, 2002).

After the war of independence, political leadeke IMuhammad Ali Jinnah, Allama Muhammad Igbal amd S
Syed championed the idea of Hindu-Muslim unity aggirtheir English rulers but were soon disillusibig the Hindu
leaders who showed no intent of bridging the gdqusT began the quest for an independent homelas®tihgon ideology
of exclusive Muslim state.

The Congress and Muslim League were the two mabtiqgal parties taking part in the discussion tcile the
fate of sub-continent with their English mastersthwEnglish exiting the region and increasing civitrest led to the

eventual distribution of the land.

China has more than 4000 years of recorded histbere various dynasties have ruled the land. QipgaBty in
1800's was practitioners of strict isolationism elieventually led to their downfall when the treslétom the West
flocked in with Opium. Thus, began the era of FGium wars, where traders despite the ban impatet cultivated
Opium (Beeching, 1975).

On the rural front, communists gained strength stnacture to surround the nationalists in the sitleven though
the two parties tried to join forces to unite theion but their polar agendas soon resulted in @ar. Following the
aftermath of Opium war and the reduced strength®iGovernment, in 1931, Japan attacked the ragittnthe intent to
invade. The war lasted till after WWII due to whi€tnina lost control of Hong Kong to England andeothities were
‘leased’ to the Westerns (Wesley-Smith, 1988).

The Chinese communist party gained enough momeatdrsupport from the masses to declared indepeadenc
on October 01, 1949 — making Mao Zedong the chairofahe party, the first official of the Peopl&epublic of China
(Selden, 1980).

The government then announced the five year plamaddernize and develop the infrastructure anditiasi
associated with agriculture, irrigation and watemagement. However, two famines hit the region kilheld 30 million
people. ‘One Hundred Flower’ campaign was launcteednstill creative freedom amongst the masses,dvew the
government was not tolerant toward any anti-statgisents which was not a popular move in the bl all anti-state
speakers were purged which included critics andlach and masses, alike. These strict measuresveowvere not all
negative and though communism was at the backa3tmggled its way to make an impact on the glofeg in the early

years (Meisner, 1999).
Geostrategic Importance of Pakistan and China

Pakistan is a part of South Asia, a region thatbdeen looked as one with great economic, stratagicpolitical
importance. USA looks at Pakistan with greatertstiia intent and so does Russia, which is lookergafclose ally in this
region. Pakistan shares a 400 km border with Cimriae North, though; accessibility due to diffituleather conditions
has been difficult. A 13 km Wakhan Strip separ&agistan from Russia (now Tajikistan). In the eBsikistan shares a
1650 km border with India and on its west; it slkaae2250 km border with Afghanistan known as thealdd Line (Khan

& Effendi, 2000). Also, in the west, it shares ad®y with Iran in the Persian Gulf where almost 66Rthe world oil is
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produced. To the South, Pakistan has an approxicoaigtline of 800 km in the hot water Indian Ocean.

In terms of geostrategic importance, Pakistanbietsveen Russia and China, world’s two biggest pswBue to
this, it demands friendly relations from most oé theighboring countries. Also, the world powerskidtakistan as the
region with immense talent and the gateway for poworeover, the strong army of Pakistan means ithatts as

deterrence among these great powers (Malik, 1996).

These powers also know that future game of powérrewolve near Central Asia which is laden with and
energy resources. They know that future crisishanworld will be governed by oil and energy. Ottlean Central Asia,

Pakistan is equally close to the oil rich Gulf ctigs and shares a maritime border with them (0099).

China is currently the world’s second largest couirt the world by land after Russian and thirdaurth largest
by total area, after Russia, Canada and USA. Ctsathe longest combined border of land that sitarttse Subcontinent
and ends in Far East Asia. China shares its bawvithrVietham and Burma in Southeast and India, §taki Nepal and
Bhutan in South. It also shares borders with Cémtséan countries and Afghanistan (Abeysinghe&Di2§03). The

maritime border of China extends to South KorepadaVietham and the Philippines.

As far as demographics of China are concernedntjerity population (with the highest birth ratejels in only
22% of the territory, concentrated in a region @0 6niles wide coastline. The other 78% of the teryi is thinly
populated by the minorities who reside in Chinae§éhminorities has doubtful loyalty towards ther@se Government
and have strained relationship with them. Also,s¢heninorities have active cross border ties with tieighboring

countries, thus, having conflict of interest (SkadChester, 2014).

The long borders of China pose a difficult challerg they are long and open to invasions fromisea they are
not easier to defend. The land borders, howevereasier to guard since they are highly mountaiaodsprone to adverse

weather conditions. Also, the biggest potentiad#ito China’s existence is more internal thanrezle
Importance of Pak — China Bilateral Relationships

Pak China ties of diplomacy got birth in 1951, sadter the Chinese Independence. Ever since theset
relationships have gone to newer heights and hemergin all avenues. Pakistan was the third couatrg first Muslim
country to recognize the People’s Republic of Chand have ever since remained a close ally. Dutieginternational
isolation of Beijing in 1960's and 1970's, Pakist@mained the closest confidant of China. Chinathenother had has
always provided Pakistan with the required tecHhpieglitary and economic assistance. The more owetrsial of these
helps have been the assistance in nuclearprograhsdefense weaponry. It has been pretty eviderit @ranese
inclination has been more towards Pakistan tharcaoptry in the region and this has been furthemgtthened by the US
inclination towards India. The real issues so faPak China relationships have been though theaser insurgency of
militant wings on Pak China Border (Haider, 2005).

There has been another opinion on how the stratezgcof Pakistan are aligned. As per China’s pertipe,
Pakistan provides a low cost deterrence to Indimil&ly, India is aware of the fact that China Mewact as Pakistan’s
defense guarantor, if attacked. The hostile andti¥elrelationship of Pakistan and India is knowa &ll and with Kashmir
in the close proximity of China, the relations beén Pakistan and India are of immense importaneacb other (Afridi
& Bajoria, 2010).
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Indian has been pretty skeptical about this apgrdaken by China as it views this as a barricad@dceasing
New Dehli role in the region. The Sino-Indian wapyed to both the countries that it's not easytf@m to maintain
economic harmony if they were at loggerheads aga@ash other (Liu, 1994). From the economic staidpboth the
countries have cooperated on large infrastructmwgepts and large number of Chinese labor is dpimagects in Pakistan.
The access to Pakistani warm waters is anotheegrtijat China is eyeing at. With this accessPéesian Gulf is just in
the striking distance of China. Also, the resouick Xingjiang province will have access to the Biem Sea. Pakistan has
falling investment and a weak economy which is saegupivotal ties with Beijing. This relation of oonensalism is

pivotal for not only both the countries but also tlee balance of power in the region.

AYUB’S ERA AND PAK-CHINA BILATERAL RELATIONSHIPS

Political Turmoil and Ayub’s Martial Law

The command of Pakistani army by a Pakistani oféifter the British left was a matter of politicarger and
political importance as it was assumed that thdl/twi and get control. Due to this usurpation fearyoung office was
selected as the Army Chief known as Ayub Khan. Alsaib Khan being non — Punjabi and efficient adsimator meant
that there was a wide consent over his selectibr. Government thought that this man would be kemteck by other

military personnel and he would not dare to turnthgtable against the establishment or bureaug#ang, 1971).

From 1951 onwards, Ayub Khan increased the rolenditary in power and politics. In 1958, Ayub firal
overpowered the puppet Government and installeddlfnas the Chief Martial Law Administrator. Sodteacoming into
the power, Ayub decided to strengthen the politgtienships with strong growing Chinese economy #mdSoviets. The
Soviets showed him a cold hand so he decided tstrall his energies in strengthening relationskifte China which
was slowly but surely coming out of isolation. Ayatso was on friendly terms with US, so that detece against India
could be established (Rizvi, 2000).

Ayub changed the capital from Karachi to Islamakddch was a good sign for Beijing since it was &an
proximity to the borders of China. Within the maltiaw, Ayub suppressed the black marketers anddeos who were
causing trouble to him on the political front. Ading to the Chinese program of land confiscatioyyt®on similar terms
carried out a program of taking land from aristegrand handing it over to the middle sized land ensnlt differed in the

sense that peasants were offered very little land.

Ayub’s downfall started as a result of his staradeeth during the Tashkent Declaration and his stamdrds the
political parties and his disrespect towards Fatiinaah and the union of other parties. Also, ble Bs a dictator during

Indus Basin Treaty was deemed negative by poliggperts (Gauhar, 1985).
Strengthening of Pak China Relationships and Sino-adian War

Initially, in 1950’s Pakistan showed interest todathe western block by signing CEATO and SENTQs Tvas
seen as a serious threat to nascent communistwimh was developing in the South and Central A&&gion. China
also wasn't happy with this development of Pakistatose ties with the West. China was of the apinihat US has
vested interests in this region as it was allym@ggep Soviet Union in check (Levi, 1962). Beijings also not happy with

Pakistan’s role in the whole scenario since it @ered Pakistan as its partner in its strategitdbpiin the region.

Pakistani diplomats went to the Manila Conferendé anly one aim and that was to ensure ChinaRakistan’s
signing of CEATO and SENTO didn’t mean the Sinoak Pelations won't flourish and Pakistan would alligs land for
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any aggressive offence against China. The Chinaasadlor called the Pakistani foreign office atBhadung conference
where the Afro — Asian leaders were meeting. I8 ttunference, Pakistan and China grew closer andstestablished
that both these countries can co — exist (Dob8B4). This success at the diplomatic level meaat @hina recognized
the importance of having Pakistan as its ally i@ thgion. Also, the conference backfired for théidn diplomats since
there dominating role was perceived as negativéhbyChinese government and this would graduallyvgm territorial

disputes later between the two giants of Asia.

The most notable dispute, however, came during Aytilme when he openly supported the movementshetT
and the Taiwanese mission embracement in Karduhithten capital of Pakistan. China, on the othedhaas surprised
by this behavior and their media took a hard hifyath'’s statement (Kondapalli, 2007). This poliogt@ hammering at
home when the foreign minister reinstated the thaat Pakistan cannot go against China and haverstations with them.
Ayub was advised that he should bring China brimg¢gotiation and cool US who were supplying Ingdi¢h much

needed technology. India, on the other hand wasddmrder disputes with China as they providedwssyto Dalai Lama.

Ayub quickly realized the need of an hour and degitb open relations with China that had detergatain this
respect, Pakistan and China decided to demarcete librders. China demarcated the border and urrrefPakistan
ensured its complete support for China in the UNthis critical juncture, India accused China ablating its border in
Kashmir and Northern provinces (Sharma, 1965)hénrheanwhile, India continuously violated the LafeControl in the
Rann of Kutch, while receiving full support frometlUS and the USSR (Liu, 1994). Pakistan condentmnedvar as Indian
weaponry was bought from the US. China, too, was abt very happy at Indian policy towards itsiteries. The border
agreement was finally settled in the early 60'snMeein Pakistan and China which not only was a blmwntian — US

alliance, but also provided both the countries withtegic and economic benefits.

This opened up the air and land routes and PlAaggteater land area to operate. The US rejectedithéor
Dacca airport, and instead China helped buildirat thirport. According to Z.A.Bhutto, Pakistan midsihe golden
opportunity of settling Kashmir dispute when Sintdian war was in full swing. China supported Btdm Army in 1965
war and threatened India of its criminal aggressiordue course, both the countries signed a pattermed each other,

as the most favorable partners of trade.
Engagements with China for Economic Prosperity andeterrence

This leaded to a formal opening of sharing of takend resource not between in armies but also dostnial
workforce of the two countries. China provided roill rupees worth machinery for the Heavy industiiegila project
(Sekhar, 2005). Also, it provided interest-freensao the economy of Pakistan. China’'s successfdrdgen bomb
experiment in 1967 was greatly celebrated in Pakiss it gave it unprecedented edge in the refiakistan also acted to
strengthen US and China relations by being diplarally active. This ensured the US that Pakistas th& only route for

their relations with China and this, further stréregned the position of Pakistan on a diplomatiatfro

In a nutshell, the importance of the geo-stratéggation of Pakistan with reference to China wasdpevidely
accepted by other countries. This was the time whRakistan capitalized its relationship with Chireaa measure to

safeguard its sovereignty and to ensure its souisteace in global arena forever.
Foreign Policy during Ayub’s Era
One of the most important tools that also servea gsideline for a nation to determine its futumategies is
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Foreign policy. The importance of foreign policyshacreased significantly after the end of WorldrWaEver since the
United Nations came into existence, countries imatety recognized the importance of bilateral andltifateral
diplomatic relationships (Wood &Peake, 1998).

In order to maintain healthy diplomatic relatiormhivith other countries, it was prudent to havaiéoum policy
that could be serve as a code to bring uniformityhie patterns of interaction with other statedsTtiea lead the think

tanks of nations to outline foreign policy that wboater the needs of the rapidly changing globaha.

Pakistan, being a newborn state, emphasized voasér on its foreign policy in order to maintais fiosition in
international arena. The geo-strategic importantePakistan was not enough to help maintain healliplfomatic
relationships with the world leaders out there.ré€fme, the need of a sound foreign policy was gaced promptly and
the same was fulfilled commensurately as well melarly years of Pakistan’s birth (Bruke&Ziring,909. Let us analyze

briefly the foreign policy measures that were etrout during Ayub’s era.
Foreign Policy Measures during Ayub’s Era

As addressed by Field Marshal Ayub Khan to Pakistatitute of International Affairs on August 25th961,
Pakistan desperately needed a Foreign Policy thatlaot only bring about the ideological integoatiof Pakistan, but
also rebuild its society along with ensuring iteriterial security too (Lerski, 1974). These thigants were specifically
stressed out by the Field Marshal in his addréeseby showing the importance of these factors.uise¢lucidate these

factors with more brevity with reference to they@aiéing scenario at that time.

The first need as identified by Ayub Khan was idgidal integration of Pakistan, by which he meaet islamic
way of life. Islam, apart from religion, is a corad code of life, therefore, it was felt necesdargnsure that the life-

pattern of Pakistani Muslims is in accordance whihteachings of Islam (Ansari, 1970).

Since Pakistan was going through tough times aftemdependence, Ayub Khan realized the importaoice
rebuilding the society i.e. to combat the probldrasig faced by the society in a newly born statebAKhan wanted a

foreign policy so impeccable and diverse that caalde up with the problems that had surroundedsRakiat that time.

The biggest threat that Pakistan faced soon aftendependence was lack of funds (due to uneqgatikition
of resources by the predecessors), which inevitafagslated as being a threat to national seciBiligo, 1967).
Therefore, Ayub Khan stressed on chalking out dactfe foreign policy that could also take caretlb& concerns

regarding the national security.

This was the idea that lead to the development efreng foreign policy during the regime of Ayub ah
Emphasis was laid on maintaining healthy bilatezfdtionships with the global powers. It was thesifghtedness of Ayub
Khan that he realized the potential of China asdéhe future world leader. Therefore, carefulljot@d policy measures

were adopted in order to strengthen the bilatapbohatic relationships with China.
Role of Foreign Palicy to Strengthen Pak-China Bileeral Relationships

Foreign policy of Pakistan has played a pivotat ial strengthening the bilateral diplomatic relasbips between
China and Pakistan. Ayub Khan with the help offaisightedness and sheer brilliance adopted frjefatkign policies
that could safeguard the existence of Pakistartgl$S&007). While the diplomatic ties of Pakistaithwindia and Soviet

Union were deteriorating, however, at the same ®alk-China relationship were strengthening.
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Ayub Khan brought forward the policies that leadstoong military engagements between both the cimsnt
Realizing the potential that could be capitalizethwhe help of China, Ayub khan laid stress oorsy diplomatic ties with
its neighbor (Sharma, 1968). Although, the streagithg of Pak-China relationship was not being ereged by United

States, mainly due to her own vested interestsjuh khan still maintained healthy relationships.

Things turned out favorable for Pakistan after $ieo-Indian war. Since Pakistan had had turbulelattionships
with India, Ayub Khan took steps to further itsatéral relationships with China (Garver, 1996)tHa early years after
independence, Pakistan offered India to form atkam order to protect its northern borders. Howetlee offer was

turned down by India, thereby leaving Pakistan gtage of distress with reference to its northerdbrs.

Sino-Indian war provided an opportunity that Ayubat encashed by resolving its border disputes etitha and
by furthering bilateral relationship with its noetim neighbor (Ganguly, 1990). The negotiations naigg the border
dispute resolution was initiated in the month oft@der, 1962 and peaceful resolution of the dispuds attained by
mutual negotiations within two months. This proviedbe a huge success for Pakistan and the initiadfolong-term

healthy relationship with the upcoming world ecofoiaader.

Huge military aids to India on behalf of Sino-Indiavar were a potential threat to Pakistan, considethe
unfriendly bilateral relationships with India. Tleéore, in turn, Pakistan started strengtheningeiastionships with China,
of which China-Pakistan border treaty of 1963 iersj evidence (Vertzberger, 1983).

It is pertinent to mention here that most of thevedul nations were against the alliance of Pakr@has it was
considered as a severe threat to other powerfidm&atThe most stringent reaction was showed byddnstates in this
regard. In order to neutralize the heat that wasgdoeuilt, Ayub Khan wrote a book ‘Friends not nast in which he not

only evaluated the situation critically, but algesified his stance in connection with foreign pgl{Khan, 1967).

Zulfigar Ali Bhutto was holding the portfolio of feign minister during Ayub’s era. It was Zulfigafli Bhutto
who recommended maintaining icy relations with &divhile strengthening ties with China. The hdtistiew of the
scenario, lead Ayub khan to exploit the differenoés$ndia with USSR and Sino-Indian War to estdbks$rong alliance
with China.

Pak-China Alliance and Foreign Policy Challenges

The biggest challenge of all time for Ayub Khan wadackle the superpowers of the world. The wdeklders
considered the alliance of Pak-China as a forrnédivorable event for them. Reservations soaretkrdiices heightened

and bilateral relationships of Pakistan with thganatakeholders of world politics went haywire.

Ayub Khan being a lateral thinker, wanted Pakigtadevelop and prosper along the pathway of itslayy. He
soon figured out that the newborn state needsabiavith the other countries of world, thereforesd hard to translate his
ideas through foreign policy. Ayub Khan always ewrgibed on friendly bilateral relationships and mevanted Pakistan
to be a sub-ordinate of any other country.This thasreason why Ayub Khan never sealed any dedefs than highest

returns for Pakistan.

Although, Ayub Khan was attempting to maintain etéewith India and other bordering countries, hogvethe
Indus water treaty lead to a dispute between Iadih Pakistan. Such a situation at that time wasnkyhe scope of the

Foreign Policy and a short-term action plan wasladdo control the situation (Biswas, 1992).
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The entente of Pakistan with China was like a dgnpport for Pakistan, which helped Pakistan tgotiate with
India on equal basis. However, the diplomatic aptisnunder the light of foreign policy went hogwatigreby initiating
the war of 1965 between India and Pakistan. Thisecas another shock to Pakistan and its foreigieypdl is pertinent to
mention here that despite Soviets being furiouBak-US alliance, Ayub Khan managed to secure Saeetrality during
the Indo-Pak war of 1965 (Porter, 1986).

Extraction of historical evidences support theroldhat it was US and other world leaders that forbwia to
initiate war with Pakistan. It is because of thet fhat Pakistan was not under their strong infb@geanymore after signing
the border treaty with China. Therefore, in ordectirb the communist China and to regain the imibeeover Pakistan,

the western bloc set this war up between IndiaRaddstan.

This situation made it difficult for Ayub Khan thibk of a way that could help Pakistan make all@anith US as
well as with China at the same time. This was itime tvhen the idea of ruling over Kashmir startedirfg away and Ayub
Khan gave green signal to operation ‘Gibraltar’ emthe supervision of the then Pakistan Air ForoiefcAir Marshal

Asghar Khan.

CONCLUSIONS

Short-Term and Long-Term Implications of Ayub Khan's Foreign Policy

The implications of the drift in the foreign polityaking of Pakistan during Ayub’s era can be assessing the
notion of Short-term and Long-term. The short-témmplications of the drastic change in the foreighiqy during Ayub’s

era are highlighted below:

* Since Ayub Khan never wanted Pakistan to becomeostibate of world powers, therefore, the changéhm

foreign policy brought by Ayub Khan lead Pakistamaintain relationships with world leaders on édoating.

* In the very short-run, the bilateral relationshiptween Pakistan and its neighboring countries dvgnt and

paved paths for the prosperity of Pakistan.

e The Kashmir issue went off the track as Sino-Pakistelationships improved. The status of Sino-Rakis
bilateral terms triggered US to enrage India, thereringing upon Pakistan the Kashmir conflict dndo-Pak
war of 1965.

» The new makeover to the foreign policy of Pakistamsformed the way Pakistan was maintaining itstdyial
relationships to the world leaders. It emphasizedhe fact that Pakistan is not subjugate to anhef and the

key to maintain healthy terms with Pakistan ismptlictating the terms but by being friendly.
On the other hand the long-term implications ofdhiés in foreign policy of Pakistan are as under:

 The new makeover of the foreign policy paved pathSino-Pakistan long-term friendly bilateral reaships,

because of which, Pakistan is enjoying military andnomic assistance from China till date.

» It proved to be a nudge that reshaped the thin&fngorld leaders regarding Pakistan. A new frameeférence

was created that helped Pakistan negotiate wittr athuntries with equal footing.

* The Indo-Pak diplomatic relationships went haywirean attempt to maintain balanced bilateral refeghips

with other countries. The dismay of Indo-Pak relaship later translated into the war of 1965 andcktgnsion
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‘Fall of Dhaka’in 1971.
Did Ayub Khan Overemphasized on Pak-China BilateralRelationships?

The review of the above literature goes on to supie fact that Ayub Khan didn't really over emplze the
relationship with China. He realized that the stateChina was still in infancy and the widening dgepations of the
Communist and Capitalist block won’t make China teatral state. Therefore, Pakistan signed the CEaRd SENTO
which were viewed really negatively in China. Chit@o, during the times of Ayub got into internaiéd isolation and
although they supported the Communist cause, thergnit real proponents of it. This led to a befmf Ayub Khan that
China wasn't an important state that will be of dgneficial importance to Pakistan in the longer. Muring this time,
however, China was progressing as a nation andiatg@s well. They were achieving technologicatedbence and were
ensuring that they are contingent enough to fordseésues in the future. They started settingndpstries and build on a

service delivery model which was abstract not dali?akistan but to the whole world.

During the initial years, China was viewed as adiffarent nation to the whole interest of the Wasthe region.
It was only after Manila conference that differen@e Pakistan and China narrowed, thanks to theeme belief of Z.A.
Bhutto who thought that China in the longer run ldobbe Pakistan’s greatest strategic partner. A tunference, the
Pakistani diplomats ensured China that Pakistantvediow its land to be used against China. Chimatlee other hand,
called the Pakistani delegation for another comieeen China. Again, the emphasis on these bilatemweren't Ayub’s
agenda but Bhutto'’s, who held the Foreign Minigtertfolio at that time. Ayub on the other hand, tiaumed support for

unrest in Xingjiang Province and the Taiwanese muards.

This created a bitter taste in the mouth and Ckinedia came out openly speaking against Pakistani
government. Luck, though, favored Pakistan as Iadia busy settling its border issues with ChinacWlgventually led to
the Sino — Indian war and also the US were progidirdian with military and defense support. Ayufieasome years in
power, started emphasizing on the importance dfethrelations and supported China’s entry in the Whe border
agreement was settled with Pakistan and Chinadimitting some of their land which ensured thatfttundation stone

for great association was laid
What Can Be Defined as a ‘Crux’ of This Whole Stor§

The fact that China is emerging as a world leadeglobal politics is very hard to be set aside.na@hihas a
significant position in the prevailing structurewbrld politics. The roots of Pak-China relatiorpghcan be traced back to

1951 when Pakistan accepted People’s Republic mfaCis a separate nation on the globe.

The elements of healthy bilateral diplomatic relaships between China and Pakistan were absemhtAyot
Khan filled in the gaps with building blocks. Théfoets of Ayub khan to improve the relationshipstiwiChina were

remarkable and meritorious in a sense that it pies/an evidence of the farsightedness of Ayub Khan.

Regardless of strong global opposition for makitiguace with communist China, Ayub Khan never ratea.
Being a military strategist, Ayub Khan realized thgportance of military and economic alliance w@hina. The only way
to obtain a strong position as a separate natiavoiid politics and to ensure safety against tleahof India, furthering
Sino-Pakistan relationships was the only appropriamedy that Ayub Khan carried. This helped Pakist gain a strong

geo-strategic position in sub-continent at thaetim
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In a nutshell, the early developments in Sino-Rakibilateral relationships can be attributed teifgn policy of
Ayub’s era, as it served as a building block fargaerm friendly bilateral relationships with Chjrthe benefits of which

are still being harvested by both the countries.
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